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TERMS & DEFINITIONS 

• CDOT = Colorado Department of Transportation  
• EIS = Environmental Impact Statement  
• DRCOG = Denver Regional Council of Governments 
• FHWA = Federal Highway Administration 
• HOV Lanes = High Occupancy Vehicle Lanes  
• NATA = North Area Transportation Alliance  
• NEPA = National Environmental Policy Act 
• PEL = Planning Environmental Linkage  
• RTD = Regional Transportation District  
• TIGER = Transportation Investment Generating  

Economic Recovery  
• USDOT = United State Department of Transportation 



Transportation Update 

• I-25 Traffic Data – Background Information 
• RTD 

– Ballot Question – Status  
– SE Corridor Follow Up to RTD  04/05/12 study 

session 
– North Metro Line – Update  

• CDOT (Region 6)  
– 1-25 PEL  
– Tiger IV Grant  

 



        BACKGROUND INFORMATION  

• 1-25 MORNING SOUTHBOUND RUSH 
HOUR TRAFFIC 
– 50% OF THE VOLUME BETWEEN 104TH TO 

84TH IS ATTRIBUTABLE TO 120TH & 104TH  
INTERCHANGES 

– 38% OF TOTAL TRAFFIC VOLUME SOUTH OF 
84TH ORIGINATES FROM 120TH & 104TH 
INTERCHANGES 
 



High percentage of trips both enter and exit 
within the study area 

 COLORS REPRESENT LOCATION I-25 TRAFFIC ENTERED THE 
INTERSTATE 

 THE US-36, I-270 & I-76 INTERCHANGES ATTRACT A LARGE 
PORTION OF THE SOUTHBOUND TRAFFIC ON I-25 





 



          BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Traffic 
Originating 
From: 

Percentage of Traffic 
Remaining: 

North of 36 South  of 36 

120th 62% 26% 

104th 75% 33% 



RTD 

• BALLOT ISSUE 
– RTD TO MAKE A DECISION ON A BALLOT IN 

JULY FOR NOVEMBER VOTE  

– DECISION TIME IS TIED TO DRCOG JUNE 
DECISION ON APPROVING RTD FINANCIAL 
PLAN 



RTD 
• SE CORRIDOR EXTENSION – CLARIFICATION 

– ASSUMES NOV BALLOT ISSUE W/ SUCCESSFUL VOTE  

– SUCCESSFUL VOTE = NO IMPACT TO ANY CORRIDOR 
TIMETABLE / BUDGET 

– SMART START GRANT IS A TWO YEAR PROCESS 

– STAFF MAY REQUEST TO APPLY PRIOR TO BALLOT 
ISSUE – WOULD REQUIRE RTD BOARD TO RE-
PRIORITIZE PROJECT SCHEDULE (PUBLIC PROCESS) 

– ITEM IS NOT SCHEDULE FOR RTD BOARD DECISION – 
NO TIMETABLE  HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED   

 



FasTracks North Metro Line 



FasTracks North Metro Line 

• FUNDING PLAN 
–SHORT TERM: MOVING FORWARD WITH 

SEGMENT 1 TO BEGIN CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
NORTH METRO CORRIDOR 

– LONGER TERM: CURRENTLY ADOPTED 
FINANCIAL PLAN ASSUMES SUCCESSFUL VOTE 
IN 2012, WITH THE FULL NORTH METRO 
CORRIDOR COMPLETE BY 2020 
 

 



        FasTracks North Metro Line 

• PHASE 1 PROJECT 
— DENVER UNION STATION TO NATIONAL WESTERN 

STOCK SHOW STATION – OPTION TO DESIGN 
PHASE 2 TO 72ND AVE 

— RFP FINAL CIVIL DESIGN ISSUED 3/15/12 
— PROPOSALS DUE 4/19/12 
— STAFF RECOMMENDATION TO RTD BOARD IN JUNE  
— NOTICE OF AWARD EARLY AUGUST  
— ANTICIPATED FINAL DESIGN 1 ½ YEARS 
— CONSTRUCTION BIDDING TO OCCUR 2014 
—  OPERATIONAL START DATE 2017 

 



CDOT 
• I-25 PEL  

– REGION 6 PROJECT 

– PRECURSOR EFFORT TO IDENTIFY ENVIRONMENTAL 
ISSUES RELATED TO FEDERAL NEPA PROCESS 

– PRIMARY GOALS OF PEL 
• INVESTIGATE ISSUES AND CONCERNS NOT ADDRESSED IN 

NORTH I-25 EIS 

• IDENTIFY PROJECT SCOPE(S) THAT WOULD BE ELIGIBLE 
FOR “CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION” – EIS EXEMPT PROJECTS 



CDOT I-25 PEL 
• PRIMARY GOALS  

– IDENTIFY EXISTING AND FUTURE PROBLEM AREAS IN 
THE CORRIDOR FROM A CONGESTION, OPERATIONAL, 
AND SAFETY PERSPECTIVE. 

– IDENTIFY ISSUES IN THE CORRIDOR OF IMPORTANCE TO 
EACH RESPECTIVE CORRIDOR JURISDICTION 

– ESTABLISH A PRIORITY LIST FOR PLANNED 
IMPROVEMENTS 

– ESTIMATE COSTS OF IMPROVEMENTS 
– RECOMMEND A SET OF PHASED IMPROVEMENTS TO: 

– OPTIMIZE CORRIDOR OPERATIONS 
– DECREASE CONGESTION AND IMPROVE TRAVEL TIME 
– IMPROVE SAFETY 



CDOT I-25 PEL 

• PRIMARY GOALS  
– Identify the vision of jurisdictions in the corridor. 
– Complete the study in accordance with the FHWA 

Planning Environmental Linkage (PEL) process. 
This will include: 

– Public Outreach 
– Direct involvement with local governments and special 

interest groups within the study area 
– Coordination with State and Federal Resource agencies 
– Documentation of study process, findings and 

recommendations to NEPA standards so information 
developed in this study can be appended or referenced in a 
final NEPA document 

– Completing the PEL documentation for FHWA concurrence 
 



CDOT I-25 PEL 
• 1-25 PEL 

– Visioning Workshop held 2/2/12 

– TAC Meeting held 4/4/12 

– 1st Public meeting scheduled for 5/9/12 @ 
Northglenn recreation center 5-7 pm 

– Executive Committee Meeting scheduled for mid 
May 

– Project team is working on the following: 
• Condition Assessment - 60% complete  

•  Purpose & Need Goals – ongoing  



CDOT I-25 PEL 

• Visioning Workshop Summary 
• Reached agreement w/ Operating Protocols  

• Summarized stakeholder interviews  

• Confirmed support for PEL approach  

• Identified issues and potential solutions  

 



CDOT I-25 PEL 

• Technical Advisory Committee Summary 
– Reviewed Visioning Workshop Findings 

from 2/2/12 

– Draft Purpose & Need Statement and Goals 
provided 

– Condition assessment data review - 
commented on additional data needs  



I-25 PEL SCHEDULE 



CDOT TIGER IV Grant 

• $44M grant application submitted to USDOT for 
High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) travel lanes on 
inside shoulder of I-25.  

• Requested $15 Million  
• $5 Million Local Match from NATA Communities 

& RTD 
• Announcement of award is schedule for late 

May early June 
• Project is assumed as base case for I-25 PEL 

Study  
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