
PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURE MEMORANDUM 
#23-2020 

 

DATE:  October 12, 2020  
 
TO:           Honorable Mayor Meredith Leighty and City Council Members 
 
THROUGH: Heather Geyer, City Manager 
 
FROM:         Amanda J. Peterson, Director of Parks, Recreation & Culture 
  
SUBJECT:  CR-135 – Amendment 2 to the Adams 12 Five Star Schools MOU for Use of 

Undeveloped Property West of Justice Center   
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PURPOSE 
To  seek approval of a second amendment to the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between 
Adams 12 Five Star Schools and the City of Northglenn to extend the temporary use of a portion 
of City property at the undeveloped parcel to the west of the Justice Center through Dec. 31, 
2020.   
 
BACKGROUND 
Through their bond program, Adams 12 Five Star Schools is making significant improvements to 
schools throughout the district, including those in Northglenn. One project is the installation of a 
new fiber optic network to improve connectivity between all schools and other district facilities.  
The school district has requested to temporarily utilize approximately one acre of the property to 
the west of the Justice Center (the area informally known as “Justice Center West Park”) during 
construction, and intends to dedicate fiber strands to the City to improve connectivity between 
City facilities as a part of the project.  
 
The temporary use has included staging a construction trailer and storage containers on the site, 
fully-fenced with chain link. As per the initial MOU, authorized in June 2018, the district is 
responsible for all costs associated with the staging area, as well as restoration of the site to the 
existing condition at the conclusion of the project (Attachment 1). 
 
An amendment to the original MOU was authorized by City Council in July 2020, extending the 
district’s use of the property through Sept. 20, 2020 (Attachment 2).   
 
UPDATE 
The district has continued to encounter construction delays, and is requesting a second 
amendment to the MOU to extend the use of the property through Dec. 31, 2020.   
 
The district has identified the following factors as contributing to the continued delay: 

• There are seven canal crossing permits associated with the project. Although all of the 
permits have now been secured, the inspection and review process only allows for one or 
two crossings to be completed each week. 

• There is one Regional Transportation District (RTD) crossing agreement that has been in 
process for over a year; this agreement is anticipated to be finalized soon, but work cannot 
occur until the permit has been secured. 

• One of the subcontractors for this project, Henkels & McCoy, is based in Oregon.  Wildfires 
in Oregon have impacted several key employees, resulting in a four-week delay. This 
subcontractor has an additional four to five weeks of work to complete the project once 
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they can return to Colorado.   
 
The City is currently in the design phase of a new park proposed for this property. At this time, 
however, no funds have been allocated for the construction phase, and there is no identified start 
date for the City to begin park construction on the parcel.   
  
BUDGET/TIME IMPLICATIONS 
All expenses associated with this MOU are the responsibility of Adams 12 Five Star Schools. The 
district is making efforts to complete the project in advance of the Dec. 30, 2020, deadline.   
 
As a part of this project, the district will provide the City with fiber optic connectivity between City 
buildings (City Hall, Justice Center, Water Treatment Plant, and the Maintenance and Operations 
Facility) at an extremely reduced cost that will greatly enhance the City's internal network. 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
Staff recommends that the proposed second amendment to the MOU be approved, as presented.  
The continued delays appear to be outside of the school district’s immediate control, and the 
district staff have conveyed their commitment to completing the project in as timely a manner as 
is possible. By continuing to provide the district with an appropriate staging area for the project, 
the schools and the students in our community will benefit. Additionally, improvements to the 
City’s fiber optic connectivity should result in future cost savings and improved communication 
technology.  
 
STAFF REFERENCE 
If Council members have any questions they may contact Director of Parks, Recreation and 
Culture Amanda Peterson at 303.450.8950 or apeterson@northglenn.org.  

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Resolution No. 18-80 
2. Resolution No. 20-101 

 
CR-135 – Amendment 2 to the Adams 12 Five Star Schools MOU for Use of Undeveloped 
Property West of Justice Center   

CR-135 - Page 2 of 15

mailto:apeterson@northglenn.org
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SPONSORED BY: MAYOR LEIGHTY 

COUNCILMAN'S RESOLUTION 

No.   CR-135 
      Series of 2020 

RESOLUTION NO. 

Series of 2020 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A SECOND AMENDMENT TO THE MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE CITY OF NORTHGLENN AND ADAMS 12 FIVE STAR 
SCHOOLS FOR USE AND ACCESS OF CITY OWNED PROPERTY 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORTHGLENN, 
COLORADO, THAT: 

Section 1. The Second Amendment to the Memorandum of Understanding between the 
City of Northglenn and Adams 12 Five Star Schools, attached hereto, for the use and access of City-
owned property for the Adams 12 Five Star Schools Fiber Optic Network Connectivity Project is 
hereby approved and the Mayor is authorized to execute same on behalf of the City.  

DATED, at Northglenn, Colorado, this _______day of _______________________, 2020. 

MEREDITH LEIGHTY 
Mayor 

ATTEST: 

JOHANNA SMALL, CMC 
City Clerk  

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

COREY Y. HOFFMANN 
City Attorney 
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