
NORTHGLENN POLICE DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM 
#16-2019 

 
 
DATE:  October 28, 2019 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor Antonio B. Esquibel and City Council Members 
 
THROUGH: Heather Geyer, City Manager 
 
FROM: James S. May, Jr., Chief of Police 
  Mike Prange, Patrol Commander 
 
SUBJECT: CB-1938 – Fireworks Ordinance 
 
 
PURPOSE  
CB-1938, if adopted, will authorize City officials to consider an amendment to Chapter 9 of the 
Northglenn Municipal Code concerning fireworks enforcement to provide the Northglenn Police 
Department with a localized and targeted option to effectively enforce violations for the sale, 
possession, and use of fireworks within the City of Northglenn.  
 
BACKGROUND  
Northglenn’s current enforcement efforts are governed by the International Fire Code which 
prohibits all use of fireworks. State statute allows limited use but is typically restricted to fountains, 
ground spinners, and sparklers.  
 
Establishing probable cause to charge violators under the International Fire Code is often 
problematic. The most seamless way to charge a violator is for an officer to witness the violation, 
however, this seldom occurs when an officer is present. Other more challenging ways to charge 
violators are to endorse a witness of the violation or obtain a statement (confession) from the 
suspect who used the fireworks.  
 
In 2019, the Police Department received and responded to hundreds of service calls of firework 
complaints. The majority of these calls were received during June and July. Although officers did 
witness some violations, it was limited. Of the calls received, most of the reporting parties 
(residents) did not want contact with officers. Many of our reporting parties did not wish to be 
endorsed as witnesses against their neighbors.  
 
Although the International Fire Code charging options are available and have been used by the 
Department in the past, they have also proven not to be the most effective way to control the use 
of illegal fireworks in the City.  
 
At a study session on September 30, 2019, a draft ordinance was presented to Council, which 
provides for more applicable and targeted enforcement as a local means to control illegal 
fireworks. The proposed ordinance addresses possession, intent to sell, and the use of illegal 
fireworks within the City. Additionally, the ordinance makes the homeowner responsible for any 
illegal fireworks used from their property. Lastly, the ordinance includes mandatory minimum 
penalties. Any person who pleads guilty or is found guilty shall be subject to the following 
penalties: 
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1.  A mandatory minimum fine of $1,000 for a first violation;  
2.  A mandatory minimum fine of $1,500 for a second violation within a two-year period;  
     and  
3.  A mandatory minimum fine of $2,000 for a third violation within a two-year period.  
 

The level of probable cause to charge violators is less challenging as the ordinance allows officers 
to cite homeowners and individuals in possession of fireworks.  
 
UPDATE 
On October 14, 2019, City Council approved CB-1938 on first reading and set a public hearing 
on the proposed ordinance for October 28, 2019.  If the ordinance is adopted on second reading, 
it will become effective November 12, 2019.   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
Attached to this memorandum is a proposed ordinance, CB-1938, which is being presented for 
public hearing and second reading.  Staff recommends approval of CB-1938. 
 
BUDGET/TIME IMPLICATIONS  
The City’s Director of Communications, Diana Wilson, will prepare a communications 
plan/strategy for the new ordinance, once adopted, and a plan to outline steps the City will take 
throughout the year and over the 4th of July holiday.  
 
STAFF REFERENCE  
If Council Members have any comments or questions, they may contact Chief James S. May, Jr., 
at 303.450.8967, jmay@northglenn.org, or Commander Mike Prange at 303.450.8964, 
mprange@northglenn.org.  
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