
PUBLIC WORKS MEMORANDUM 
#5-2022 

 
DATE:  Jan. 10, 2022 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor Meredith Leighty and City Council Members 
 
THROUGH: Heather Geyer, City Manager 
 
FROM: Kent Kisselman, PE – Director of Public Works 
   
SUBJECT: CR-4 – 2022 Water Rights Engineering 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
PURPOSE 
To consider CR-4, a resolution approving an annual contract with Element Water Consulting to 
provide water resources engineering support and assistance with water rights. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The City relies on water resources engineering consultants to provide engineering support and 
assistance in administering Northglenn’s water rights as well as the provision of expert testimony 
and technical support during any pending or future cases in the Colorado Water Court that affect 
the City’s water rights. Successful water rights engineering requires that consultants develop 
extensive knowledge of Northglenn’s water rights and supply system.  
 
Lamp Rynearson & Associates provided water rights engineering services to the City from 1997 
to 2021. In 2021, Lamp Rynearson closed their Lakewood offices permanently and the City hired 
Element Water Consultants (Element) to provide water resources engineering services. Element 
has done an excellent job of quickly coming up to speed on Northglenn’s water rights portfolio as 
well as the City’s current water rights change of use cases. 
 
In 2022, Element would continue to provide engineering support related to the City’s water rights, 
including: 

• Using engineering work initiated by Lamp Rynearson, create and verify an engineering 
report for the Farmers Reservoir and Irrigation Company (FRICO) change of use case 
(18CW3007), and begin providing responses to objectors and provide engineering support 
for the City’s case under the Colorado Water Court process  

• Provide water rights engineering support for all other water rights cases impacting the 
City, including change of use cases filed by neighboring municipalities, and water rights 
cases the City is opposing 

• Provide monthly support for the City’s water rights accounting 
• Assist the City with water rights engineering work as needed 

 
Utilization of water rights engineering consultants (Lamp Rynearson and then Element) since 
2011 is as follows: 
 
Year Amount 
2012 $117,547.10 

2013 $70,437.36 
2014 $77,231.55 
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2015 $78,322.73 

2016 $246,812.00 

2017 $245,788.30 

2018  $107,186.95 

2019  $88,738.40 

2020  $64,549.65 

2021 $121,024.38 
 
In 2022, higher than average water rights engineering expenses are anticipated as the City is 
actively involved in a change of use case of FRICO-Standley Division Shares (Case 18CW3007).   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Attached is CR-4, a resolution that, if approved, would authorize the Mayor to execute a contract 
between the City and Element Water Consultants for specialized water engineering services in 
an amount not to exceed $150,000. Staff recommends approval of CR-4. 
 
BUDGET/TIME IMPLICATIONS 
The cost to provide engineering services for 2022 is estimated at $150,000. Funding is available 
in the Water Fund for 2022. 
 
STAFF REFERENCE 
If Council members have any questions, please contact Kent Kisselman, Director of Public Works, 
at kkisselman@northglenn.org or 303.450.4005. 
 
CR-4 – 2022 Water Rights Engineering 
2022 Water Rights Engineering Professional Service Agreement  
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SPONSORED BY: MAYOR LEIGHTY 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER'S RESOLUTION    RESOLUTION NO. 
 
 
No.            CR-4                     

Series of 2022      Series of 2022 
 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE CITY OF NORTHGLENN AND ELEMENT WATER CONSULTING, INC. FOR WATER 
AND WATER RIGHTS ENGINEERING SERVICES 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORTHGLENN, 
COLORADO, THAT: 
 

Section 1. The Professional Services Agreement between the City of Northglenn and 
ELEMENT Water Consulting, Inc., attached hereto, in an amount not to exceed $150,000.00 for 
water and water rights engineering services, is hereby approved and the Mayor is authorized to 
execute same on behalf of the City of Northglenn. 
 

DATED at Northglenn, Colorado, this ____ day of _______________________, 2022. 
 
 
 

      
MEREDITH LEIGHTY 
Mayor 
 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
      
JOHANNA SMALL, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
      
COREY Y. HOFFMANN 
City Attorney 
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