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OverviewOverview
• What’s going on?

• Why is this happening?

• What are the implications for our region?

• What is DRCOG currently doing?







IntroductionIntroduction
From a Denver Post Article…

The Top 10 Fastest Growing Municipalities In The USA



Recent Growth In SW WeldRecent Growth In SW Weld

Source: DRCOG; U.S. Census Bureau; City of Thornton
* Weld County Portion
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Why is this happening?Why is this happening?

Frederick
$169,900

3 Bed, 2 Bath
1,200 sq. ft

• Cheaper Housing

• Most work and shop in DRCOG Region



Changing WorkforceChanging Workforce
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Dwelling Units at Dwelling Units at BuildoutBuildout

Source: DRCOG;  City of Thornton

* Weld County Portion

• Buildout year is undefined



Potential GrowthPotential Growth
Current & Projected Housing Units

2000 2005 Build Out



Build Out = 83,000 Housing Units
Or

Approximately 43 sq. miles of UGB
(almost equivalent to Boulder and Castle Rock’s combined UGB)



Transportation Transportation 
implicationsimplications



ImplicationsImplications
• Planned capacity versus projected demand

• Pragmatic issues
– Road misalignments



64% of Workers Commute to DRCOG Region
Top five communities are illustrated

Longmont 2,363 Workers

Denver 2,284  Workers

Boulder 1,870 Workers

Unincorporated Adams County
1,137 workers  

Brighton 988 Workers



Peak Hour, Peak Direction 
Current Demand = 14,000 vehicles
Buildout Demand = 45,000 vehicles

Demand increase = 200%



Peak Hour, Peak Direction
Current Capacity = 23,000 vehicles

Metro Vision Capacity = 33,000 vehicles

Capacity increase = 45%
= Capacity Improvement



ImplicationsImplications
The morning commute from Southwest Weld to the DRCOG  Region
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SummarySummary
• Growth will impact DRCOG area 

– Plans for 60,000 additional housing units
– Equivalent to 43 sq. miles of UGB 
– 2/3 of workers commute to DRCOG region 

• The DRCOG communities close to Weld are 
concerned
– Future demand will exceed roadway capacity
– Roads misaligned at Adams/Weld County Line



DRCOG ActionsDRCOG Actions
• Proposed a planning IGA

• Facilitating a public official forum 

• Summarizing comprehensive plans

• Consider Weld County impact on air quality

What further actions should DRCOG take?


	Southwestern Weld County
	Overview
	Introduction
	Recent Growth In SW Weld
	Why is this happening?
	Dwelling Units at Buildout
	Potential Growth
	Transportation implications
	Implications
	Summary
	DRCOG Actions

