








SPONSORED BY: MAYOR DOWNING 
 
COUNCILMAN'S RESOLUTION     RESOLUTION NO. 
 
 
No.  CR-10                  

Series of 2015      Series of 2015 
 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE AND SEND 
CORRESPONDENCE TO THE UNITED STATES FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE ON 
BEHALF OF THE CITY STATING THE CITY'S OPPOSITION TO THE PLAN FOR A 
CONTROLLED BURN AT THE ROCKY FLATS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORTHGLENN, 
COLORADO, THAT: 
 
 Section 1. The City Council hereby declares its opposition to the plan for a controlled 
burn at the Rocky Flats National Wildlife Refuge, and authorizes the Mayor to execute and send 
the attached correspondence to the United States Fish and Wildlife Service. 
  

DATED at Northglenn, Colorado, this ____ day of _______________________, 2015. 
 
 
 

      
JOYCE DOWNING 
Mayor 

 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
      
JOHANNA SMALL, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
      
COREY Y. HOFFMANN 
City Attorney 
 



11701 Community Center Drive 
PO Box 330061 

Northglenn, Colorado 80233-8061 
Phone (303) 451-8326 

FAX (303) 450-8708 
TDD (303) 450-8805 

 

 
 

January 13, 2015 
 
Mr. Dan Ashe 
Chief 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
1849 C. Street, NW, Room 3331 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
Mr. David Lucas 
Project Leader 
Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge Complex 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
134 Union Blvd 
Lakewood, CO 80228 
 
Dear Mr. Ash & Mr. Lucas: 
 
On behalf of the City Council of the City of Northglenn, I am writing this letter to formally register 
our opposition to the plan by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS, Service) to conduct a 
controlled burn on the grounds of the Rocky Flats National Wildlife Refuge this spring.  A 
controlled burn has the potential, and at a minimum creates the perception of the danger of the 
release of plutonium particles into the air posing an inhalation risk to citizens living adjacent to the 
Refuge.  The Service has not provided the data on the types of weeds, aerial extent, nor density of 
weeds being controlled to justify burning over use of alternative management options such as 
grazing.  The lack of justification and potential health risk, more than outweighs the benefits from 
the planned controlled burn. 
 
We are joining with the Rocky Flats Stewardship Council, as well as other area municipalities, in 
urging the USFWS to continue the use of livestock grazing as a means of controlling invasive 
weeds and reducing the risk of wildfire on the Refuge.  
 
The motion approved by the Rocky Flats Stewardship Council at their meeting on October 27 states 
our position very clearly: “The Rocky Flats Stewardship Council opposes USFWS’s plan to conduct 
a prescribed burn at the Rocky Flats National Wildlife Refuge. Our opposition rests primarily on 
two factors: (1) a burn will cause widespread community concern that will not be sufficiently 
alleviated through any public education process; (2) given that concern, there are other management 
options USFWS can employ, thereby obviating the need to burn at this time.”  
 
Furthermore, Northglenn requests that the USFWS actively engage the Stewardship Council as well 
as citizens living in communities adjoining the Refuge concerning future management activities on 
the site.  The City of Northglenn’s drinking water supply, or the public’s confidence in the City’s 

TM 



drinking supply,   could also be potentially impacted by your actions.  Thus, the courtesy of 
engagement is requested.  
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter and considering the concerns of the Northglenn City 
Council. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Joyce Downing 
Mayor 
 
 
cc: Northglenn City Council 
 John Pick, City Manager 
 David Abelson, Executive Director, Rocky Flats Stewardship Council 
 Senator Michael Bennet 
 Senator Cory Gardner 

Representative Ed Perlmutter 
 Adams County Board of County Commissioners 
 Scott Surovchak, Department of Energy 

Carl Spreng, CDPHE 
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