
 
 

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT MEMORANDUM  
#14-2025 

 
 

DATE:  Sept. 8, 2025 
 
TO:           Honorable Mayor Meredith Leighty and City Council Members 
 
THROUGH: Heather Geyer, City Manager 
  Jason Loveland, Deputy City Manager 
 
FROM:         Brook Svoboda, Director of Planning & Development   
  Mara Owen, Sustainability Coordinator 
   
SUBJECT:   CR-87 – Supporting EPA's 2009 Endangerment Finding 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PURPOSE 
To consider CR-87, a resolution supporting the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) 2009 
Endangerment Finding. 
 
BACKGROUND 
On August 1, 2025, the EPA published a proposed rule to rescind its 2009 Endangerment Finding, 
which serves as the legal foundation for federal regulation of greenhouse gas emissions from 
vehicles. If finalized, this proposal would eliminate federal vehicle emission standards from all 
new motor vehicles and new motor vehicle engines. The public comment period for the proposed 
rule to rescind the finding closes September 22, 2025. 
 
At the August 25 Legislative Policy Committee meeting, staff presented response options for the 
Committee’s consideration. The Committee unanimously recommended that the City pursue both 
a formal resolution expressing support for the 2009 Endangerment Finding and a letter opposing 
the proposed rule to rescind the finding to submit to the EPA during the public comment period. 
 
The Legislative Policy Committee presented their recommendation to City Council at the August 
25 Council Meeting, where City Council gave consensus to bring forward a resolution and 
accompanying comment letter to the September 8 Council Meeting for consideration. 
 
BUDGET/TIME IMPLICATIONS 
There are no budget implications. If CR-87 is approved, staff will submit the comment letter 
(Exhibit A to CR-87) to the EPA by the September 22, 2025 deadline. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of CR-87  
 
STAFF REFERENCE 
If Council members have any questions, please contact Brook Svoboda, Director of Planning & 
Development, at bsvoboda@northglenn.org or 303.450.8937.   
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SPONSORED BY: MAYOR LEIGHTY 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER’S RESOLUTION   RESOLUTION NO. 
 
 
No.    CR-87           

Series of 2025      Series of 2025 
 
A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY’S 
2009 ENDANGERMENT FINDING THAT GREENHOUSE GASES ENDANGER PUBLIC 
HEALTH AND WELFARE 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Northglenn has demonstrated its commitment to environmental 
stewardship and public health through the adoption of comprehensive sustainability and climate 
action policies; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City has adopted multiple plans that establish greenhouse gas reduction 
targets and prioritize air quality improvements for the health and welfare of Northglenn residents 
including the Northglenn Sustainability Plan (2022), the Climate Action and Resilience Plan 
(2025), the 2025-2029 Northglenn Strategic Plan (2025), the Electric Vehicle Action Plan (2022), 
and the City of Northglenn Comprehensive Plan (2023); and 
 

WHEREAS, the City's 2025 Climate Action and Resilience Plan identifies transportation 
as the largest source of emissions in the community, contributing 44% of Northglenn's greenhouse 
gas emissions; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City has taken specific actions to advance the goals in these plans, 

including but not limited to implementing a Mower Exchange Program, the Love My Air Program, 
Solar Switch Program, expanding bicycle and pedestrian networks, promoting electric vehicle 
adoption and infrastructure, and committing to reduce city fleet vehicle greenhouse gas emissions; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, even with these commitments and actions, the impacts of climate change are 
already evident, and many communities and nations are preparing for these impacts; and  
 
 WHEREAS, families, businesses, and organizations are already experiencing economic 
impacts as insurance premiums are increasing, and extreme weather, wildfires, and droughts are 
impacting our physical and mental health, homes, jobs, working lands, and environment; and 
 

WHEREAS, the 2009 Endangerment Finding by the Environmental Protection Agency 
established a science-based determination that greenhouse gases endanger public health and 
welfare; and 
 

WHEREAS, this finding has served as the basis for climate action over the past fifteen 
years and has served as the basis for federal regulations that reduce toxic pollution from power 
plants, cars and trucks, and oil and gas operations - ensuring cleaner air, safer communities, and 
more vibrant economies; and  
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WHEREAS, the proposed repeal of this science-based finding would set back national 
progress on air quality improvements and impact the health, safety and welfare of Northglenn 
residents; and 

 
WHEREAS, changes to established environmental regulations create uncertainty for 

businesses and communities that have invested in cleaner technologies and air quality 
improvements; and  
 

WHEREAS, maintaining consistent, science-based environmental standards supports 
innovation, provides stable economic signals for investment, and helps communities plan for long-
term public health protection; and 

 
WHEREAS, in light of the foregoing, the City Council of the City of Northglenn reinforces 

its commitment to science-based strategies to address air quality, climate change, and 
environmental health issues to support the health, safety, and welfare of our residents. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
NORTHGLENN, COLORADO, THAT: 
 

Section 1. The City Council of the City of Northglenn, Colorado supports the EPA’s 
2009 Endangerment Finding and the policies that have been adopted as a result. 

 
Section 2. The Mayor is authorized to execute the letter expressing opposition to the 

EPA’s proposed rule to rescind the 2009 Endangerment Finding, attached hereto as Exhibit A, 
and City staff is hereby directed submit the letter to the EPA to ensure the city’s voice is considered 
and responded to as part of the EPA rulemaking process. 

   
Section 3. The City of Northglenn will continue to partner with other entities to ensure 

state and federal leadership uses science-based strategies to address air quality, climate change, 
and environmental health challenges and ensure that information is available to our residents and 
businesses to best understand the risks of climate change, invest in resilience, and keep our families 
and communities safe.   
 

DATED, at Northglenn, Colorado, this _______day of _____________________, 2025. 
 

 
 

      
MEREDITH LEIGHTY 
Mayor 

 
 
ATTEST:      APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
             
JOHANNA SMALL, MMC    COREY Y. HOFFMANN 
City Clerk       City Attorney 
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EXHIBIT A 

September 8, 2025 

EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin  
Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2025-0194 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Administrator, Mail Code 1101A 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Re: Opposition to EPA Proposed Rule to Rescind the 2009 Endangerment Finding and 
Repeal Greenhouse Gas Vehicle Standards (Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2025-0194) 

Dear Administrator Zeldin, 

The City Council of the City of Northglenn, Colorado, submits this comment to oppose the 
Environmental Protection Agency's proposal to rescind its 2009 Greenhouse Gas 
Endangerment Finding and repeal all greenhouse gas emission standards for light-duty, 
medium-duty, and heavy-duty vehicles and engines. 

The Endangerment Finding is based on extensive peer-reviewed scientific evidence that 
greenhouse gases endanger public health and welfare. This finding provides EPA with legal 
authority to set regulations that limit emissions from motor vehicles, authority that is essential for 
protecting the health and safety of our residents. 

As a municipality in the Denver Metropolitan region, the City of Northglenn has direct 
experience with air quality challenges that demonstrate the importance of maintaining science-
based vehicle emission standards. Northglenn is located within the Denver Metro/North Front 
Range 8-hour Ozone Nonattainment Area, where residents regularly experience poor air quality 
days, particularly during summer months when ground-level ozone formation is exacerbated by 
vehicle emissions. Transportation contributes 44% of emissions affecting local air quality in our 
community, with the majority coming from light- and heavy-duty vehicles traveling through and 
within our community. 

Our community includes residents particularly susceptible to air pollution impacts, including 
children attending schools near major transportation corridors, seniors in assisted living 
facilities, and residents with asthma and cardiovascular disease. The City operates programs 
specifically designed to protect public health, including our Love My Air program that provides 
air quality alerts to help residents make informed decisions about outdoor activities and our 
Mower Exchange program that reduces local emissions. 

Northglenn residents experience challenges from extreme weather events including heat waves 
that strain electrical infrastructure and create health risks for vulnerable populations, wildfire 

Meredith Leighty 
Mayor 
11701 Community Center Drive 
Northglenn, CO 80233 
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smoke events that degrade air quality and require public health advisories, and severe weather 
events that impact municipal infrastructure. 

The City has made substantial investments in air quality improvement programs based on 
existing federal standards, including electric vehicle infrastructure and emission reduction 
initiatives. The City has adopted comprehensive plans that rely on continued federal leadership 
on vehicle emissions standards, including our Climate Action and Resilience Plan (2025), 
Sustainability Plan (2022), Electric Vehicle Action Plan (2022), and Comprehensive Plan (2023). 
These plans recognize transportation as our largest emissions source and establish goals that 
depend on coordinated federal, state, and local action. Regulatory uncertainty threatens the 
effectiveness of these investments and our ability to plan for long-term public health protection 
and fiscal responsibility. 

The transportation sector accounts for a significant portion of greenhouse gas emissions 
nationally, and regulatory authority enabled by the Endangerment Finding reflects the reality 
that reducing pollutants from cars and trucks can make a significant difference in protecting 
public health and welfare. 

The scientific evidence of endangerment is clear. The EPA must uphold the Endangerment 
Finding and continue its regulatory obligations under the Clean Air Act. Any repeal would be 
arbitrary and capricious under the Administrative Procedures Act and would expose the public, 
particularly vulnerable communities, to avoidable harm. 

The City of Northglenn respectfully urges the EPA to reject this proposal to repeal the 
Endangerment Finding and maintain the science-based protections that safeguard our 
community's health and welfare.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Meredith Leighty    
Mayor  
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