
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM 
#05-2026 

DATE: March 9, 2026 

TO: Honorable Mayor Meredith Leighty and City Council Members 

THROUGH: Heather Geyer, City Manager 
Jason Loveland, Deputy City Manager 

FROM:  Sarah Borgers, Director of Public Works 

SUBJECT:  CR-54 – 2026 Agricultural Lease Agreement 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

PURPOSE 
To consider CR-54, a resolution approving an Agricultural Lease Agreement with Matthew 
Hulstrom. 

BACKGROUND 
The City owns approximately 210 acres of agricultural land adjacent to the Wastewater Treatment 
Plant (WWTP) in Section 36 in Weld County. The City has historically leased the land to a private 
farmer to keep the property in active agricultural use, support soil health, and maintain the land in 
a condition compatible with the WWTP operations. The proposed Agricultural Lease Agreement 
with Matthew Hulstrom (the tenant) continues this arrangement through Dec. 31, 2026. 

Under the agreement, the tenant will farm both irrigated and dryland acreage. The City would 
provide up to 200 acre-feet of irrigation water, and, in return, receive ten percent of the revenue 
from crops grown on that portion of the property. Revenue from dryland crops is retained entirely 
by the tenant. Because the tenant maintains the land, controls weeds, and performs all farming 
operations at their own expense, the City does not charge a traditional rental fee. 

A central benefit of this lease is the City’s continued ability to apply biosolids from the WWTP to 
the property as nutrient levels allow. Land application is a cost-effective and environmentally 
responsible method of biosolids disposal, returning nutrients to the soil and reducing the City’s 
reliance on more expense alternatives. To ensure compatibility with biosolids use, the City retains 
approval authority over all fertilizers and chemicals applied to the land. This protects soil 
conditions, maintains regulatory compliance, and ensures the property remains suitable for 
biosolids application. 

Overall, the lease provides mutual benefit: the farmer gains productive agricultural land and 
access to irrigation water, while the City receives benefit through the property management and 
preservation of a cost-effective, environmentally sound method for biosolids management.  

BUDGET/TIME IMPLICATIONS 
This is a one-year lease of agricultural land that has minimal budget impact. The City does not 
collect traditional rent but receives ten percent of crop revenue on the irrigated acreage. The City 
provides water which is accounted for in existing water allocations and maintains the infrastructure 
to deliver that water. This maintenance cost is included in existing budgets. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends the approval of CR-54.. 
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STAFF REFERENCE 
If Council members have any questions, please contact Sarah Borgers, Director of Public Works, 
at sborgers@northglenn.org or 303.450.4005. 
 
 
CR-54 – Agricultural Lease Agreement 
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SPONSORED BY: MAYOR LEIGHTY 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER’S RESOLUTION   RESOLUTION NO. 
 
 
No.     CR-54           

Series of 2026      Series of 2026 
 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AGRICULTURAL LEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE CITY OF NORTHGLENN AND MATTHEW HULSTROM FOR THE USE OF 
APPROXIMATELY 210 ACRES OF CITY OWNED PROPERTY LOCATED ADJACENT TO 
THE NORTHGLENN WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT FOR AGRICULTURAL 
PURPOSES 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORTHGLENN, 
COLORADO, THAT: 
 

Section 1. The Agricultural Lease Agreement between the City of Northglenn and 
Matthew Hulstrom, attached hereto, for the use of approximately 210 acres of City-owned property 
located adjacent to the Northglenn Wastewater Treatment Plant for agricultural purposes, is hereby 
approved and the Mayor is authorized to execute same on behalf of the City of Northglenn. 
 

DATED at Northglenn, Colorado, this   day of     , 2026. 
 
 
 
             

MEREDITH LEIGHTY 
Mayor 

 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
      
JOHANNA SMALL, MMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
      
COREY Y. HOFFMANN 
City Attorney 
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