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Why We Conduct A Decennial Census
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 The Constitution of the United States, Article I, Sections 2, directs that a census of the 

population be taken every 10 years for the purpose of reapportionment and redistricting. 

 The 2020 Census counted every person living in the United States and the five U.S. 

territories. It marked the 24th census in U.S. history and the first time that households 

were invited to respond to the census online.

The 2020 Census Redistricting Data Program provides states the opportunity to delineate voting 

districts and to suggest census block boundaries for use in the 2020 Census redistricting data 

tabulations (Public Law 94- 171 Redistricting Data File).

Redistricting Program

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/technical-documentation/questionnaires.2020_Census.html



What are the P.L. 94-171 Data Files?
 Public Law (PL) 94-171, enacted in 1975, directs 

the Census Bureau to make special preparations 
to provide redistricting data needed by 
the states.

 The PL 94-171 data were derived from questions 
asked on the 2020 Census questionnaire.

 For each area reported, the file provides a count 
of all persons and of persons 18 years of age and 
older.

 The data files provide population and housing 
tabulations (Group Quarters and Occupancy 
Status), for all States. 
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 Number of people
 Housing type
 Tenure – own/rent

 Name
 Relationship to Person 1
 Sex
 Age / Date of birth
 Hispanic origin
 Race

2020 Census Questions



Apportionment 
of the U.S. House 

of 
Representatives

Based on the 
2020 Census

https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2021/dec/2020-apportionment-map.html



Response Rates 
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2020 Census Response 
Rates: Adams County, 
Colorado 

https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/2020-census-self-response-rates-map.html



8https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/2020-census-self-response-rates-map.html

2020 Census 
Response Rates:  
Northglenn, Colorado  



Results 
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What Topics are Available in the P.L. Data? 

▪ P1. Race 
▪ P2. Hispanic or Latino, and Not 

Hispanic or Latino by Race 
▪ P3. Race for the Population 18 Years 

and Over 
▪ P4. Hispanic or Latino, and Not 

Hispanic or Latino by Race for the 
Population 18 Years and Over 

▪ P5. Group Quarters Population by 
Major Group Quarters Type 

▪ H1. Occupancy Status

Tables: P= Population           H= Housing
White, Black, American Indian and 
Alaska Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian 
and Other Pacific Islander, and Some 
Other Race

Institutionalized (correctional facilities for 
adults, juvenile facilities, nursing facilities, 
and other institutional facilities)

Noninstitutionalized (college/university 
housing, military quarters, and other 
noninstitutional facilities) 

Total housing unit counts
Occupied housing units
Vacant housing units
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What Areas are P.L. Redistricting Data Available?

Nation

American Indian Areas/Alaska 
Native Areas/Hawaiian 280

State 040

Places
(Inc. & CDP) 160

State Legislative District
610 & 620

School District 970

Congressional District 500

Voting District 700

County Subdivision
(CCD) 060

County 050

Tract 140

Block Group 150

Block 750
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Population 2020: 38,131
• Population of one race: 31497

• White Alone: 23649
• Black or African American Alone: 861
• AIAN alone: 830
• Asian Alone: 1531
• Native Hawaiian & Other Pacific Islander 

Alone: 58 
• Population of Two or more races: 6634

Total Housing Units: 14607
• Occupied: 13954
• Vacant: 653

Group Quarters Population: 
• Institutionalized population: 134
• Noninstitutionalized population: 102

2020 Census: Northglenn, Colorado

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?g=0400000US08_1600000US085
4330&y=2020&d=DEC%20Redistricting%20Data%20%28PL%2094-
171%29&tid=DECENNIALPL2020.P1
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https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?g=0400000US08,08%241600000_1600000US0854330&y=2020&d=DEC%20Redistricting
%20Data%20%28PL%2094-171%29&tid=DECENNIALPL2020.P1&tp=true

2020 Census Colorado Place Level Rankings 

16 Broomfield city, Colorado 74,112
17 Castle Rock town, Colorado 73,158
18 Grand Junction city, Colorado 65,560
19 Commerce City city, Colorado 62,418
20 Parker town, Colorado 58,512
21 Littleton city, Colorado 45,652
22 Brighton city, Colorado 40,083
23 Security-Widefield CDP, Colorado 38,639
24 Northglenn city, Colorado 38,131
25 Dakota Ridge CDP, Colorado 33,892
26 Ken Caryl CDP, Colorado 33,811
27 Englewood city, Colorado 33,659
28 Pueblo West CDP, Colorado 33,086
29 Windsor town, Colorado 32,716
30 Wheat Ridge city, Colorado 32,398

Colorado 5,773,714
1 Denver city, Colorado 715,522
2 Colorado Springs city, Colorado 478,961
3 Aurora city, Colorado 386,261
4 Fort Collins city, Colorado 169,810
5 Lakewood city, Colorado 155,984
6 Thornton city, Colorado 141,867
7 Arvada city, Colorado 124,402
8 Westminster city, Colorado 116,317
9 Pueblo city, Colorado 111,876

10 Greeley city, Colorado 108,795
11 Centennial city, Colorado 108,418
12 Boulder city, Colorado 108,250
13 Highlands Ranch CDP, Colorado 103,444
14 Longmont city, Colorado 98,885
15 Loveland city, Colorado 76,378
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https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?g=0400000US08_1600000US0854330&y=2020&d=DEC%20Redistricting
%20Data%20%28PL%2094-171%29&tid=DECENNIALPL2020.P1

2010 – 2020 Changes

Percent Change in Housing Units  
2010- 2020

Percent Change in Population 
2010 - 2020

Northglenn 2.28% 6.14%
Adams County 14.3% 17.1%
Weld County 30.1% 30.1%
Colorado 12.6% 14.8%
United States 6.7% 7.4%
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https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?g=0400000US08_0500000US08001,08123_1600000US0854330&y=2020&d=DEC%20Re
districting%20Data%20%28PL%2094-171%29&tid=DECENNIALPL2020.P1

Northglenn Colorado Adams County Weld County
Total Population 38,131 5,773,714 519,572 328,981

Population of one race 31,497 5,066,044 428,280 283,696
White alone 23,649 4,082,927 289,718 231,892

Black or African American alone 861 234,828 17,463 4,539

American Indian and Alaska Native alone 830 74,129 9,520 4,274
Asian alone 1,531 199,827 23,268 5,857

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone 58 10,287 925 365
Some Other Race alone 4,568 464,046 87,386 36,769

Population of two or more races 6,634 707,670 91,292 45,285
Hispanic/Latino 

2020 Census Race 
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2020 Census Data Products

• Apportionment
• Redistricting File (P.L. 94-171)
• Demographic Profile
• Demographic and Housing Characteristics File (DHC)
• Detailed Demographic and Housing Characteristics (Detailed DHC)
• 2020 Census Data Product Planning
• Related Information
• 2010 Census Data Products
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Data.census.gov

America Counts – Colorado 
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/state-by-state/colorado-population-change-between-census-decade.html

2020 Census Demographic Data Map Viewer - State, County, & Tract
https://mtgis-portal.geo.census.gov/arcgis/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=2566121a73de463995ed2b2fd7ff6eb7

The U.S. Adult and Under-Age-18 Populations: 2020 Census - State & County
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/adult-and-under-the-age-of-18-populations-2020-census.html

Race and Ethnicity in the United States: 2010 Census and 2020 Census - State
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/race-and-ethnicity-in-the-united-state-2010-and-2020-
census.html

2020 Census: Percent Change in Resident Population for the 50 States, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico: 2010 to 
2020 - State
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2021/dec/2020-percent-change-map.html

2020 Population and Housing State Data - State, County & CBSA, Metropolitan & Micropolitan Statistical Area
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/2020-population-and-housing-state-data.html

Data Resources 

https://www.census.gov/library/stories/state-by-state/colorado-population-change-between-census-decade.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/state-by-state/colorado-population-change-between-census-decade.html
https://mtgis-portal.geo.census.gov/arcgis/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=2566121a73de463995ed2b2fd7ff6eb7
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/adult-and-under-the-age-of-18-populations-2020-census.html
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Post Enumeration 

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2022/2020-census-
estimates-of-undercount-and-overcount.html

2020 Census undercounted the Black or African 
American population, the American Indian or Alaska 
Native population living on a reservation, the 
Hispanic or Latino population, and people who 
reported being of Some Other Race.

On the other hand, the 2020 Census overcounted 
the Non-Hispanic White population and the Asian 
population. The Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific 
Islander population was neither overcounted nor 
undercounted according to the findings.

Among age groups, the 2020 Census undercounted 
children 0 to 17 years old, particularly young 
children 0 to 4 years old. Young children are 
persistently undercounted in the decennial census.

Post-Enumeration Survey (PES)
Estimates the population using a sample survey

Demographic Analysis Estimates (DA)
Estimates the population using vital records and other data

https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2022/03/despite-efforts-census-undercount-of-young-children-persists.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2021/post-enumeration-survey.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2020/2020-demographic-analysis.html


Wrap up

Questions? 
Contact Information 

Kimberly Davis
U.S. Census Bureau
Data Dissemination and Training Branch
kimberly.ann.davis@census.gov
303-503-7047
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