
PUBLIC WORKS MEMORANDUM 
#47-2024 

 
DATE:  Nov. 25, 2024 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor Meredith Leighty and City Council Members 
 
THROUGH: Heather Geyer, City Manager 
  Jason Loveland, Deputy City Manager 
 
FROM:         Sarah Borgers, P.E., Director of Public Works 
  Tamara Moon – Environmental Manager 
   
SUBJECT: CR-177 – 2025 Water Rights Engineering 
             
 
PURPOSE 
To consider CR-177, a resolution approving an annual contract with Element Water Consulting to 
provide water resources engineering support and assistance with water rights. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The City of Northglenn relies on water resources engineering consultants to provide engineering 
support and assistance in administering Northglenn’s water rights as well as the provision of 
expert testimony and technical support during any pending or future cases in the State of Colorado 
District Court, Water Division (Water Court) that affect the City’s water rights. Successful water 
rights engineering requires that consultants develop extensive knowledge of Northglenn’s water 
rights and supply system.  
 
In 2021, Element Water Consulting took over the City’s water rights engineering services following 
the closure of Lamp Rynearson. Element was hired to replace the City’s previous water rights 
engineering firm due to their familiarity with the City’s water portfolio following completion of the 
City’s Integrated Water Resources Plan. 
 
In 2025, Element Water Consulting would continue to provide engineering support related to the 
City’s water rights, including: 

• Supporting work on the various terms of the recent Farmers Reservoir and Irrigation 
Company (FRICO) change of use case, including dry-up verification surveys, updated 
accounting, and implementation of the case’s associated augmentation plan 

• Updating the City’s water supply model and the Integrated Water Resources Plan 
• Providing water rights engineering support for all other water rights cases impacting the 

City, including change of use cases filed by neighboring municipalities and water rights 
cases the City is opposing 

• Providing monthly support for the City’s water rights accounting 
• Assisting the City with water rights engineering work as needed 

 

Payment History 

Utilization of water rights engineering consultants (Lamp Rynearson and then Element Water 
Consulting) since 2015 is as follows: 
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Year Amount 
2015 $78,322.73 

2016 $246,812.00 

2017 $245,788.30 

2018  $107,186.95 

2019  $88,738.40 

2020  $64,549.65 

2021 $121,024.12 

2022  $219,693.75 

2023 $187,810.00 

2024 YTD $66,838.75 
 
BUDGET/TIME IMPLICATIONS 
The cost to provide engineering services for 2025 is estimated at $200,000. Funding is available 
in the Water Fund.   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Attached is CR-177, a resolution that, if approved, would authorize the Mayor to execute a 
contract between the City and Element Water Consultants for specialized water engineering 
services in an amount not to exceed $200,000. Staff recommends approval of CR-177. 
 
STAFF REFERENCE 
If Council Members have any questions, please contact Sarah Borgers, Director of Public Works, 
at sborgers@northglenn.org or 303.450.4005. 
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SPONSORED BY: MAYOR LEIGHTY 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER'S RESOLUTION    RESOLUTION NO. 
 
 
No.            CR-177                      

Series of 2024      Series of 2024 
 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE CITY OF NORTHGLENN AND ELEMENT WATER CONSULTING, INC. FOR WATER 
AND WATER RIGHTS ENGINEERING SERVICES 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORTHGLENN, 
COLORADO, THAT: 
 

Section 1. The Professional Services Agreement between the City of Northglenn and 
ELEMENT Water Consulting, Inc., attached hereto, in an amount not to exceed $200,000.00 for 
water and water rights engineering services, is hereby approved and the Mayor is authorized to 
execute same on behalf of the City of Northglenn. 
 

DATED at Northglenn, Colorado, this ____ day of _______________________, 2024. 
 
 
 

      
MEREDITH LEIGHTY 
Mayor 
 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
      
JOHANNA SMALL, MMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
      
COREY Y. HOFFMANN 
City Attorney 
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